
 

 

Understanding Building Information 
Modelling (BIM) and CESABIM 

 

 
What is BIM? 

 BIM is a process that enables the effective exchange of data and 
illustrations. 

 

 CESABIM is the catering equipment industry's central database of 
equipment information from catering equipment manufacturers and 
importers. 

 
 In Europe and UK, from 2016, it will be an essential requirement for all 

public sector projects to be modelled in BIM. 

 
 

Why? 

 To reduce construction costs through more effective planning and control. 
To manage the utilities use of buildings and to provide a full inventory of 
the whole building. 

 
 BIM will be the next evolutionary stage from CAD. Rather than the products 

being shown as a series of lines, BIM will mean that images and 
representations of products will be shown in 3D with supplementary  
product specific technical data. 

 
 The models are images of equipment in 3-D with data attached to it; such 

as dimensions, product description and services information. 



 

 

How do I get involved? 
Consultants and kitchen designers will require manufacturers and prime importers to provide models for use 
in their software programmes. This will ensure the accuracy of the model and associated information. 
Models for CESABIM are prepared in IFC (industry foundation class) format can be used on all proprietary 
software systems such as Autoscheme, ArchiCAD, Revit etc. There are over 150 BIM programs that support 
IFC files. 

 

UK Government are leading the way with a policy that ensures the interoperability with IFC and an agnostic 
approach. The EU has also mandated BIM as a requirement from 2016. 

 

What is CESABIM? 
It is a non-commercial library of models and data for catering equipment industry. The initiative has been 

developed by the Catering Equipment Suppliers Association (UK) in partnership with Autoscheme. In order to 
make the specification and design of kitchens easier using BIM models prepared to a standardised format 
structure and level of detail. 
Upload - for manufacturers and prime importers 
CESA member companies who have been models and data can upload data onto CESABIM free of charge. 
Models can be originated to a standard specification to ensure consistency. There is not charge for hosting 
the models on CESABIM. 
Download- for kitchen designers and specifiers 
Users can download BIM models and data free of charge making CESABIM an industry relevant free delivery 
program that is a tool to make equipment specification quicker and easier. 

 

CESA has invested in the project on behalf of the industry and there will never be any hosting or download 
charges associated with CESABIM 

 

How much? - €/£. 

The only cost to manufacturers and prime importers will be to develop their IFC models. 

 

 To develop and produce a product model and to upload the data associated with the product. 
€125/£100 per product. 

 To produce a 3D product model. €65/£50. 

 To  evolve  a  product  model  from  another  software  format  (i.e.  Revit  family  model  to  FCSI 
specification) €35/£25 per product. 

 

Each product model can incorporate optional extras such as casters, feet, splash backs etc meaning that a 
separate model is not required for each variant. 

 

Promoting your business and your products. 
o CESA will promote CESABIM at industry events and exhibitions. This will include directing the design 

community to use CESABIM. 
o ‘See us on CESABIM’ badges and branding will be provided to companies. 
o Companies who have their products on CESABIM will have the advantage of the industry recognised 

branding and profile. 
o CESA will develop the services offered by CESABIM on behalf of the whole industry and not for 

commercial advantage to CESA. 
o Your competitive advantage as a member of CESA - CESBIM will not contain information from non- 

CESA members. 
 

What to do Next? 
Contact CESA or the CESABIM Consultant to get involved or to find out more. 

CESA - Keith Warren, Director   keith.warren@cesa.org.uk     +44 (0) 207 793 3030 mobile +44 (0)7860 395752 
CESABIM Consultant  Stewart Millar, s.millar@schematicltd.com    Mobile +44 (0) 7808 793547 

 
CESABIM is a trademark of CESA Limited. the Catering Equipment Suppliers Association. It is a service to the industry and is managed and 
operated by CESA under contract arrangements with our designated supplier, Autoscheme. www.cesabim.org.uk is registered to CESA. 
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